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Political economy refers to the study of trade and production and their relations to government, customs and law, and the sharing of wealth and national income. The readings majorly base on the global South’s food crisis and how the local government is struggling to fight this problem. The reading also focuses on the neoliberal restructuring of farming that has exacerbated food insecurity in the south (Agrawa, 2015). With emerging environmental issues such as land grabbing and payments to local communities for environmental services by the government, there is an increasing interest in finding ways in which these problems and emerging issues in community conservation affect certain aspects of livelihoods and local rights food security.
According to the context, due to the impacts of PES (payments for environmental services) and the creation of VCAs (voluntary conserved areas) on local diets, subsistence livelihoods and hunting, and agricultural practices in the global south, the communities in the region have set aside voluntary conserved areas covering 4,300 ha of communal forests and lands. As a result, the community members attribute decreased maize among other subsistence crop yields, shortened fallow cycles, and reduced area of agriculture to the new policies of conservation (Agrawa, 2015). By agreeing to these conservation methods that restrain their agricultural land use, villagers have started seeing local food security becoming less stable as days go by, leading to a higher dependency on external food supplies. Although the readings touch on different environmental issues affecting the global south, the readings somehow speak to each other. One of the reading touches on the effects of community conservation and the payments for services relating to environmental issues. The other reading deals with diversity in maize farming and the ‘’political economy of agrarian restructuring’’. 
The readings link up as the agricultural policies such as the creation of VCAs and payments by the government for environmental services mentioned in the first reading are said to undermine maize agriculture in Guatemala and have contributed to crop genetic resource loss in the area. These neoliberal policies have led to environmental degradation, widening inequality, decreased food security, and increasing dependence on imported agrochemicals and grain. There is conformity in both readings as they agree that due to these policies, there have been losses of agrobiodiversity and dietary diversity among the community (Agrawa, 2015). Many people in the south have distanced themselves from self-sufficiency, as individuals abandon local diet traditions and increase their dependence on external foods. The rights of local producers and access to food and dietary composition have been largely ignored. As a result of these policies, the neoliberal restructuring of agriculture methods is adopted in Guatemala as it is predicted that it will provide an efficient food system.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The readings have enabled me to understand how different people in rural areas of the global south are affected by these environmental issues. Apart from the problem of food sovereignty and insecurity, these people face land grabbing. The global land grab is being driven by food production to export it to finance rich countries that are poor in resources (Ibarra et al., 2011).  This explains why the VCAs were introduced in the first place. With decreased land for locals to engage in their agricultural and hunting activities, the land now provides room for export farming, not knowing the implications the process is causing poor peoples' livelihoods. Local people are forced to move to more marginalized, isolated locations or endure enclosure due to land grabbing. 
The land grab is also a result of hiking demand for cheap food crops. Increasing the chance of diets and urbanization rates are also leading to food demands globally. Governments said to be ‘’food insecure’’ that mainly depend on imports to feed their people seek to increase their food production by leasing or buying large areas of farming abroad for their offshore food production. They go ahead to grab large hectares of land easily because of agricultural policies kept in place by the southern government.
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